with Reiter's disease and ankylosing spondylitis which may prove to have wide implications and the role of genital mycoplasma which, though controversial, is nevertheless interesting.
The conference confirms that knowledge of STD and their treatment is greater than ever before yet has not led to better control which is largely a social problem.
It is felt that the illustrations might have been omitted making the volume less expensive and thus more readily available to a wider readership as a well presented record in an important field which is at present very active in research. Lancaster: MTP 1976 It is only recently that any interest has been shown in the postmenopausal woman, though this may involve a third of her life. It is only now that a serious attempt is being made to assess which symptoms are due to altered hormonal status, to the normal process of ageing or to an altered psychological outlook. This is a report of an international, multidisciplinary symposium arranged by the Institute of Obstetrics and GynLcology which discusses our present clinical and scientific knowledge, the management of the postmenopausal patient and possible paths for future research. It is an up-todate, comprehensive review embracing sections on the urinary tract, the skin, lipid metabolism, calcium metabolism and psychological aspects. Management is fully discussed with its problems and risks. Most of us will treat menopausal symptoms, but should the woman with no symptoms have routine cestrogen replacement therapy?
The Editor, Stuart Campbell, is to be congratulated on coordinating his large team to produce an up-to-date, lucid, readable account of this neglected subject which will have a very wide appeal to the general practitioner, to the consultant and the postgraduate. This volume is strongly recommended. IAN Thus Dr Trouper may have many of us with him when he points out that too many patients are taking too many drugs, when a full dose of one or at most two drugs might prove more effective. He is on less sure ground when recommending the use of drugs with potentially dangerous idiosyncratic reactions, provided their side-effects are slight, on the grounds that diligent laboratory follow up would limit this risk. The availability of assays of plasma levels of anticonvulsants has, however, greatly helped the management of poorly controlled epileptic patients and provides irrefutable evidence as to whether or not the patient has been taking the prescribed anticonvulsants. The problem is well covered in Dr Richens' chapter. The chapter by Professor Marsden is of particularly high standard as also is the EEG chapter by Dr Driver and Dr McGillivray, though it is, perhaps, invidious to single out chapters in a book with such an overall high standard. This book is well produced and though expensive will have a wide appeal to neurologists and general physicians. 
